
Qualitative interview schedules designed for fathers work evaluation 
– for interviewing professionals and fathers 
 
 
 
 
Interview schedule: Professionals 
 
 
 
My name is XXX, I am working for an organisation called Working With 
Men which is undertaking an evaluation of the Fathers’ Support Project 
based at Sure Start Wolverhampton East. I am trying to gather the views 
of a variety of people who have had contact with this project so that we 
can put together a picture of its achievements and future potential. I 
wondered if you can give me about fifteen minutes of your time now or at 
a date in the near future to help us with this. 
 
1. Tell me about your organisation and your role in it. 
 
2. Tell me about your involvement/engagement with fathers’ support 

work? 
 
4. Can you identify for me any concrete ways that you think 

involvement with the project has impacted on your service? 
(prompt here for changing in attitudes of staff; altering/raising the 
profile of work with fathers; caused friction with other service users 
etc.) 

 
5. Can you identify for me some concrete ways that you think 

involvement with the project has impacted on fathers using your 
service? 

 
6. Can you think of a specific example of place or situation where the 

fathers’ support work made a difference to a family? Can you tell 
me about this? 

 
7. Can you tell me about the demands it has placed on you and your 

organisation? 
(Prompt here for time; labour; administrative support; changes to 
procedures etc.) 

 
8. Can you think of some ways that the project might improve or 

develop? 
 
9. Can you tell me what you think would happen if the work stopped?  
 
 

 
 
 



Interview schedule: Fathers  
 

Preamble:  
My name is XXX I am working for an organisation called Working With Men which 
is undertaking an evaluation of the Fathers’ Support Project based at Sure Start 
Wolverhampton East. I am asking for the views of a variety of people who have 
had contact with this project so that we can put together a picture of its 
achievements and future potential. As a father who has been involved with the 
project I want you to help us with this by telling me about your views and 
experiences of it? 
 

1. Tell me how you got involved with SSWE. 
(prompt around recruitment, engagement, what appealed, what need they 
were looking to meet) 

 
2. Tell me about what you knew about SSWE before you got involved 

 
3. Tell me about any doubts or concerns about getting involved? 

 
4. Tell me about what activities and events you’ve taken part in? 

(prompt around motives as well as experiences and assessment of each) 
 
5. Tell me about any ways that being involved with the project changed the 

way you think or what you do as a father 
 (prompt around relationships with child(ren), partner(s) as well as self) 
 
6. Tell me about any ways that being involved with the project has helped or 

supported you in any other way. 
 
7. Tell me about any other help or advice you have sought from the project? 
 
8. What, if any help or advice might you want in the future? 
 
9. Do you think that the project has changed the way that people see you? 
 
10. Do you think it has made any difference to the way people see fathers in 

general? 
 (prompt around community visibility issues and also other services access 

issues)   
 
11. Have you or are you involved in other community activities or with other  

services? How do they compare to this project? 
(prompt around what they provide, but also accessibility, how they treat 
fathers, what appeal to them, what needs are being met by them) 

 
12. Tell me what kinds of fathers wouldn’t know about the project and 

wouldn’t use it – how should it reach them? 
 
13. Tell me three things that the project should do in the future to improve the 

support that it gives to you? 
 
 


